Background to the Sectoral Action Work Plan for Hydromorphology
The Water Action Plan 2024-2027 was published in September 2024, which includes
actions around the development of the Sectoral Action Work Plans, including the
following:

Water Action Plan 2024-2027;

Page 9 “The objective of all the Sectoral Action Work Plans will be to ensure the sector
will no longer be a significant pressure on water status and will include information on
how the sector will address all water bodies at risk from that pressure with a plan to
develop evidence-based targeted restoration measures. These plans will also identify
protection measures to ensure that no additional water bodies are put at risk from that
sector. Where the sector is the sole pressure, clear reasoning for where the required
objective of water bodies cannot reasonably be achieved by 2027 will also be included,
as required by Article 4; Section 4 of the WFD.”

Sectoral Action Work Plan Hydromorphology
Lead Authority: DHLGH, IFl, OPW, DAFM

Sectoral Action Work Plan Templates

The following is the Table of Contents being proposed for the Sectoral Action Work Plan
(SAWP) templates:
1. Background
2. Sectoral Action Work Plan Introduction
2.1 Reference to the WAP - actions assigned to sector
2.2The numbers of WB where sector is significant pressure
2.3The main issues arising
Role and responsibility of the organisation
Main policies and programmes in place to address issues
Data Sharing arrangements
By Organisation
6.1 Work Plan Objectives
6.2 Work Plan actions
7. Information Flow
8. Reporting mechanisms for implementation
9. Implementation Oversight
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Water Forum Recommendations for all Sectors

The Forum has developed a series of recommendations relative to the templates of the
Sectoral Action Work Plans (SAWP) for all sectors. These recommendations are also
relevant to the SAWP for Hydromorphology therefore should be reviewed alongside the
specific recommendations presented below.



Recommendations Specific to Hydromorphology

The Water Forum welcomes engagement with the officials from the Department of
Housing Local Government and Heritage, Inland Fisheries Ireland, the EPA and LAWPRO
during the development of the Hydromorphology Sectoral Action Work Plans (SAWP) of
the Water Action Plan 2024-2027.

Section 2

Clear presentation of waterbodies at risk from hydromorphology:

Section 2.2 should include a section where hydromorphology is the sole pressure on
waterbodies.

Section 2.3 should include a more detailed breakdown on the numbers of waterbodies
impacted by hydromorphology pressure types, for example channelisation, land
drainage, dams and barriers, embankments, erosion, overgrazing and culverts and
removal of natural features and drainage.

The Forum recommends that as part of the SAWP that DHLGH sets out the 448
waterbodies at risk from Hydromorphology in an Appendix to the SAWP, identifying where
hydromorphology is the sole pressure or multiple pressure to a waterbody.

Section 3

Roles and responsibilities in relation to hydromorphology

The pressure owners for each of the hydromorphology pressures (e.g. channelisation,
land drainage, barriers) need to be identified in the SAWP to explain roles and potential
overlapping or shared responsibilities.

Section 4

Main policies and programmes in place to address issues

Where policies and programmes are under review, such as the Arterial Drainage Act,
interim measures and their implementing bodies need to be identified to address the
issues presented as result of that pressure.

Section 6

Organisational Work Plan Objectives & Actions.

The Forum welcomes the joined-up approach being planned for dealing with
hydromorphology pressures in the SAWP and the identification of benefits for biodiversity
and climate change.

e In addition to categorising the significant issues from hydromorphology and the
number of waterbodies impacted by those issues, the Forum recommends that
information from the EPA distance to target assessment is also included to
identify what is likely to be achieved by 2027, and the overlap of these outcomes
with the Areas for action.



e It is imperative that interim targeted measures are identified and implemented
urgently.

e TheForumisconcernedthatthe impacts of land drainage and channelisation that
are the most significant hydromorphological pressures are not being adequately
addressed in the Agriculture SAWP or the Hydromorphology SAWP. The Forum
recommends that the required targeting of measures to address land drainage
and channelisation are presented and cross-referenced in both agriculture and
hydromorphology SAWP, even if there is overlap in responsibility and actions. This
is to ensure that required measures do not fall between these SAWPs.

e Current regulation is failing to prevent sedimentation in waterbodies from land
drainage. Waiting on the learnings from the Waters EIP will be important but these
learnings need to be implemented as soon as possible, and current regulations
need to be implemented fully, to protect waterbodies at risk.

e Waterbodies impacted by sedimentation need to be identified in the Agriculture
SAWP and the Forestry SAWP and these should be cross-referenced in the
Hydromorphology SAWP (for reporting processes).

e Inthe barrier removal programme consideration needs to be given to the heritage
and recreational value of the structures. The Forum would encourage IFl to engage
widely including with NGOs during the consultation process.

e The Forum welcomes the capacity building and knowledge sharing proposals in
the SAWP and recommend that the Expert Working Group consider the capacity
building requirements that will be needed for planners and those implementing
regulations.

Finally, while the Forum welcomes the new National Hydromorphology Programme,
tasked to Provide Advice to the Minister on developing a new regulatory framework and
establishing a restoration programme, this work needs to be fast tracked so that these
programmes are put in place as soon as possible to achieve improvements ecological
status of waterbodies and protect water quality.



