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Background to Sectoral Action Work Plans 
The Water Action Plan 2024-2027 was published in September 2024, which includes 
actions around the development of the Sectoral Action Work Plans, including the 
following: 
 
Water Action Plan 2024-2027:  
Page 9 “The objective of all the Sectoral Action Work Plans will be to ensure the sector 
will no longer be a significant pressure on water status and will include information on 
how the sector will address all water bodies at risk from that pressure with a plan to 
develop evidence-based targeted restoration measures. These plans will also identify 
protection measures to ensure that no additional water bodies are put at risk from that 
sector. Where the sector is the sole pressure, clear reasoning for where the required 
objective of water bodies cannot reasonably be achieved by 2027 will also be included, 
as required by Article 4; Section 4 of the WFD.” 
 
UWW 11 (Page 68): “As part of the distance to target analysis process led by the EPA, the 
impact of Sectoral Action Work Plans, including that for urban wastewater discharges, 
will be assessed as part of the preparation of the 46 Catchment Management Work Plans. 
Uisce Éireann will publish a Sectoral Action Work Plan. The Sectoral Action Work Plan for 
urban wastewater discharges will include further detailed information on the targeting of 
measures to address the 197 water bodies at risk from urban wastewater discharges 
during the third cycle.  
Where the EPA Distance to target analysis indicates that the achievement of WFD 
objectives in individual water bodies is not possible by 2027 for reasons of technical 
feasibility and/ or disproportionate costs of delivering urban wastewater treatment 
improvements, extensions of time may be considered, subject to meeting the relevant 
criteria in Article 4 of the WFD. The impact of urban wastewater discharges in the vicinity 
of bathing waters, shellfish waters and designated pearl mussel habitats are being 
assessed to determine if they are contributing to failures and whether more stringent 
wastewater treatment standards are required. Uisce Éireann will provide a timeline for 
both the assessments and the required treatment for all bathing waters, shellfish waters 
and designated pearl mussel habitats in its Sectoral Action Work Plan. [Timeframe 2024]” 
 

Sectoral Action Work Plan Templates 
The following is the Table of Contents being proposed for the Sectoral Action Work Plan 
(SAWP) templates.  

1. Background 
2. Sectoral Action Work Plan Introduction 

2.1 Reference to the WAP – actions assigned to sector 
2.2 The numbers of WB where sector is significant pressure 
2.3 The main issues arising 

3. Role and responsibility of the organisation 
4. Main policies and programmes in place to address issues 
5. Data Sharing arrangements 
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6. By Organisation 
6.1 Work Plan Objectives 
6.2 Work Plan actions 

7. Information Flow 
8. Reporting mechanisms for implementation 
9. Implementation Oversight 

 

 
Water Forum Recommendations for all Sectors 
The Forum has developed a series of recommendations relative to the templates of the 
Sectoral Action Work Plans (SAWP) for all sectors who are a pressure on water quality. 
These recommendations are also relevant to the SAWP for Urban Wastewater therefore 
should be reviewed alongside the specific recommendations presented below.  

 

Recommendations Specific to Urban Wastewater 
The Water Forum welcomes to opportunity to engage with Uisce Éireann and the 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) during the 
development of the Urban Wastewater Sectoral Action Work Plan (SAWP) of the Water 
Action Plan 2024-2027. 
 
Section 2 
Clear presentation of waterbodies at risk from Urban wastewater 
Section 2.2 should include a section where Urban Wastewater is the sole pressure on 
waterbodies and also where Urban Wastewater is a pressure on high-status waterbodies.   
 
Section 2.3 Should include a more detailed breakdown on the significant issues, 
including but not limited to, excess nitrogen, excess phosphorus, excess organics, and 
hydrological issues and the number of waterbodies at risk from each of those significant 
issues.  
 
The Forum recommends that as part of the SAWP that Uisce Éireann sets out the 197 
waterbodies at risk from Urban Wastewater in an Appendix to the SAWP, identifying the 
catchments and where Urban Wastewater is the sole pressure on the waterbody. 
 
Section 6 
Clarifying how actions being presented will be targeted at pressures  
 
• All Plans and Measures being proposed in the urban wastewater SAWP should be 

categorized into those that will address Sole Pressures, Significant Pressures, High-
Status Waterbodies and the 44 Priority Areas.  

• There needs to be targeted measures in the SAWP for waterbodies where Urban 
Wastewater is a sole pressure, to ensure that priority action and adequate 
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resourcing is allocated to these measures. The estimated completion dates for 
these projects should also be included, along with details of any funding 
dependencies (such as approval in RC4).  

 

Details and Timelines for Assessments 

• The Forum has concerns that some of the assessments to determine targeted 
measures to address the pressures from urban wastewater will not be completed 
for years.  

• Action UWW 3 in the WAP states “Uisce Éireann will assess urban wastewater 
requirements for the 197 Water Bodies where Urban Wastewater has been 
identified as a significant pressure by 2027, including any new significant pressure 
water bodies identified by LAWPRO.” The SAWP should include information about 
the timeline for assessments, along with any constraints to speeding up the 
process. The Forum recommends that the process for assessments is urgently 
finalized so that measures can be identified to reduce and remove urban 
wastewater as a significant pressure on waterbodies.   

• Action UWW11 in the Water Action Plan; “The impact of urban wastewater 
discharges in the vicinity of bathing waters, shellfish waters and designated pearl 
mussel habitats are being assessed to determine if they are contributing to failures 
and whether more stringent wastewater treatment standards are required. Uisce 
Éireann will provide a timeline for both the assessments and the required treatment 
for all bathing waters, shellfish waters and designated pearl mussel habitats in its 
Sectoral Action Work Plan. [Timeframe 2024]”. The Forum recommends that the 
SAWP includes details and timelines for these assessments. 

 

 

 


