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The Water
roum UISCE #Choosing to challenge

Celebrating Water Forum Women on International Women’s Day

The theme for International Women’s Day is Choose to challenge and An Foram Uisce would like to
acknowledge the women who are challenging how water resources are managed in Ireland. The work
of An Féram Uisce has benefited hugely from the contributions of women members over the past few
years and we would like to recognise this on International Women’s Day. While we mention our
members particular involvements below, we would also like to give credit to the many more expert
women making serious contributions to research, innovation and education across all areas of water
management and to those leading in many activities to protect our water resources.

The Forum is the only statutory stakeholder body in Ireland with responsibility for advising on policies
in relation to our water environment and water services. Liaising directly with Government
Departments, the Environment Protection Agency, Irish Water, the Commission for Regulation of
Utilities our primary role is to ensure that all stakeholders have an input into decision making regarding
water as a national asset.

We are fortunate to have many expert women as representatives of these stakeholder groups. The
diverse expertise and experience of our women members ensure that water management policy and
action is, ably and continuously, challenged to achieve excellence through the Forum’s work but also
in their own fields. It is extremely important to all members of the Forum that policy submissions and
the advice given is based on the most reliable science and knowledge base. This is provided through
the work of our Research Lead, Dr Triona McGrath, Triona is in her second week in the role and we
look forward to the positive impact Triona will make to water management going forward.

Dr Suzanne Linnane, represents the Education pillar and has interests that include integrated
catchment management and source protection of drinking water sources for rural water supplies in
Ireland and sustainable water provision in the developing world. Suzanne is actively involved in science
outreach initiatives including Cell Explorers, H,O Heroes and National Science Week. Dr Connie
Rochford, whose area of expertise is in Adult Education and Community Development, is Chair of the
Education and Awareness working group. This group creates initiatives such as the Magic of Water
Science week videos with Dr Gretta McCarron, the Forum’s Communications and Education Lead.

Sinead O’Brien, Co-ordinator of the Sustainable Water Network, is a long-time campaigner for
improved water management and recently along with An Taisce’s, Dr Elaine McGoff have advocated
for improvements in the Abstractions Bill being prepared for legislation. Bernie Connolly, of Cork
Environmental Forum works tirelessly to promote coastal protection through citizens science
initiatives and champions marine protection measures in the Forum’s work.

In the Rural Water sector, Jean Rosney chaired the National Federation of Group Water Scheme Rural
Water conference and continues to promote the long-term sustainability of the rural GWS sector
through improved operations and management as well as ensuring drinking water quality standards
and the protection of GWS raw water sources.


https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://thewaterforum.ie/app/uploads/2021/03/International-Womens-Day-8March2021.pdf
https://thewaterforum.ie/publications-category/reports-and-observations/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DphFA-i27XY&t=5s

Laurie Kearon, is a public water representative on the membership who takes a particular interest in
ensuring fair access to water for the domestic customer. This is also an issue of importance to one of
the Forum’s newest members, Issy Petrie, who represents St. Vincent de Paul on the Community and
Voluntary sector. Siobhan Ward, is also a recent recruit to the membership who uses her experience
and practice of working with farmers to improve water quality along the Moy River to contribute to
recommendations for community engagement in water protection and improvement measures.

We recognise that through our policy submissions, communications and research reports we are
aiming to challenge and improve how water is managed, we also realise that further ambitious actions
to achieve good ecological status of our waterbodies is required. Suzanne Linnane, voiced our recent
short animated video, Water Matters at home, which challenges everyone to make small changes to
protect our water resources.

The women in the Water Forum are having a fundamental impact on many areas of water
management and are leading the challenge to do better for this most precious resource but all of us
need to undertake small actions to make real change happen.

END.

Note to editors
#IWD2021 #InternationalWomensDay #GirlsinSTEM #SafeguardingOurEnvironment #ChooseToChallenge

International Women's Day (March 8) is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements
of women. The day also marks a call to action for accelerating women's equality. International Women’s Day has occurred
for well over a century, with the first IWD gathering in 1911 supported by over a million people. Today, IWD belongs to all

groups collectively everywhere. IWD is not country, group or organization specific.

An Féram Uisce|The Water Forum was established as a statutory body in June 2018 to facilitate stakeholder engagement
and debate on issues relating to water as a resource, water quality, rural water concerns, issues affecting customers of Irish
Water and issues associated with the implementation of the Water Framework Directive.

The Forum consists of 26 representatives from a wide range of organisations with direct connections to issues relating to
water quality. These include consumer, community and water sports groups, business and trade unions, environmental
sector, Irish Water consumers, the group water scheme sector and a range of other sectors including education, agriculture,
fisheries and forestry. The Forum is chaired by Dr Tom Collins.

For further information, contact gretta@nationalwaterforum.ie ~ www.thewaterforum.ie Twitter: @AnForamUisce
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