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The work of the Forum is supported by a team of four, including Dr Triona McGrath who is the 

Research Lead, Dr Gretta McCarron, Communications and Education Lead and Martina Ryan, Clerical 

Officer 

 

Bernadette Connolly, represents Cork Environmental Forum and has a special 
interests in marine waters. Bernie Chooses to Challenge the negative impacts 
on water quality as a representative stakeholder on the Forum. I love doing 
the Coastwatch citizen science surveys and work to raise awareness and 
involve others in this very important and engaging activity.   

Connie Rochford, is Chair of our Education and Awareness Working Group. 
Connie whose expertise is Adult Education and Community Development, 
represents public consumers and her primary interests are 
conservation,  community development, inclusion and equality in a general 
sense and in how these relate to water management. 

 

 

Dr Elaine McGoff, is Natural Environment Officer with An Taisce brings 
expertise in environmental law and freshwater ecology to the debate. 
Elaine strives to ensure water quality issues are incorporated into policy 
development, and planning decisions. 

Issy Petrie is Policy and Research Officer at the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
representing the Community and Voluntary sector’s interest in sustainable 
water management. Issy’s interest is in involving a wide range of voices in water 
management to improve social and environmental wellbeing and promoting 
social justice in decision making.  

 

 

Jean Rosney is Senior Development Co-ordinator with the National Federation 
of Groups Water Schemes. Her interests are in promoting the long-term 
sustainability of the rural GWS sector through improved operations and 
management as well as ensuring drinking water quality standards and 
protection of GWS raw water sources.   

Laurie Kearon, represents public water customers and is particularly concerned 
with public water supplies and the interests of domestic water customers .  The 
protection of public ownership of Irish Water important as is fair access and 
issues around the domestic billing process and installation of Water meters 

 

 

Sinead O’Brien, is the Coordinator of the Sustainable Water Network (SWAN) 
an network of environmental groups working to protect our water 
environment. Sinead is a self-confessed water policy geek who advocates 
tirelessly for stronger protection for our rivers, lakes, coast and wetlands. 
Also a keen kayaker, she can’t wait to get back on the water after lockdown! 

Siobhan Ward, Chairperson of the Moy River Trust;  working with farmers 
along the Moy to improve water quality and increase biodiversity. Siobhan 
has a particular interest in community engagement with water  management. 
 

 

 

Dr Suzanne Linnane (DkIT) serves as the Education Sector representative. Her 
research interests include integrated catchment management and source 
protection of drinking water sources for rural water supplies in Ireland and 
sustainable water provision in the developing world. She is actively involved 
in a number of science outreach initiatives including Cell Explorers, H2O 
Heroes and National Science Week. 


